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§ 773. Payments 

(a) Enrollees, next of kin, or legatees 

The Secretary shall make payments directly 
to a living enrollee. The Secretary shall distrib-
ute the share of a person determined to be eligi-
ble for enrollment, but who dies subsequent to 
August 30, 1954, and on whose behalf an applica-
tion is filed and approved, and the share of a de-
ceased enrollee, directly to his next of kin or 
legatees as determined by the laws of the domi-
cile of the decedent, upon proof of death and in-
heritance satisfactory to the Secretary, whose 
findings upon such proof shall be final and con-
clusive. 

(b) Minors and persons under legal disability; 
guardians 

Payments due persons under twenty-one years 
of age or persons under legal disability shall be 
made in accordance with laws applicable to such 
persons in the State of domicile of the payee. 
The Secretary may apply to any court of com-
petent jurisdiction for the appointment of a 
guardian to receive and administer payments 
due a person under twenty-one years of age or 
under legal disability, and may take such other 
action as he deems appropriate for the protec-
tion of the interests of any such person in con-
nection with payments hereunder. 

(c) Payments not subject to debts; time limits 

No part of any payment hereunder shall be 
subject to any debt or debts created prior to Au-
gust 30, 1954 by a beneficiary of Indian blood. 
Payment to living enrollees, unless under twen-
ty-one years of age, or under legal disability, 
shall be completed within one year after ap-
proval of the tribal rolls. Payment to next of 
kin and legatees, and payment for the account 
of persons under twenty-one years of age or 
under legal disability shall be completed within 
the same period of time to the maximum extent 
possible. 

(Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1085, § 3, 68 Stat. 979.) 

§ 774. Costs 

All costs incurred by the Secretary in the 
preparation of such rolls and the payment of 
such per capita shares shall be paid by appro-
priate withdrawals out of the fund or funds on 
deposit in the Treasury of the United States 
arising out of such judgments. 

(Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1085, § 4, 68 Stat. 980.) 

§ 775. Rules and regulations 

The Secretary is authorized to prescribe the 
necessary rules and regulations to carry out the 
purposes of this subchapter. 

(Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1085, § 5, 68 Stat. 980.) 

SUBCHAPTER XXXIV—CREEK NATION OF 
INDIANS 

§ 781. Distribution of funds 

(a) Allotment equalization payments 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to use any funds on deposit in the 
Treasury of the United States to the credit of 

the Creek Nation to complete allotment equali-
zation payments to persons with claims thereto 
that were filed and adjudicated in accordance 
with the provisions of section 18 in the Act of 
June 30, 1919 (41 Stat. 3, 24). 

(b) Per capita payments to enrollees, heirs, or 
legatees 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
distribute per capita to the members of the 
Creek Nation whose names appear on the final 
rolls approved under the Act of April 26, 1906 (34 
Stat. 137), or to their heirs or legatees, any 
funds heretofore or hereafter deposited in the 
Treasury of the United States to the credit of 
the Creek Nation that are not used for the pur-
poses of subsection (a) of this section and that 
are not needed, in the judgment of the Sec-
retary, for other tribal purposes except the pro-
ceeds of any final judgment entered in Docket 
No. 21, pending before the Indian Claims Com-
mission, in which the Creek Nation (Oklahoma) 
is plaintiff, and McGhee et al., on behalf of the 
Creek Nation East of the Mississippi are interve-
nors, and the United States is defendant. 

(c) Judgment payments 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to distribute among the persons enti-
tled thereto the funds appropriated by chapter 
XII of the Third Supplemental Appropriation 
Act, 1952 (66 Stat. 101, 121), in payment of the 
judgment entered by the Indian Claims Commis-
sion in favor of the Loyal Creek Band or Group 
of Creek Indians et al., Docket No. 1. Such funds 
shall be paid to those persons whose names ap-
pear on the payroll prepared pursuant to the Act 
of March 3, 1903 (32 Stat. 982, 994), by J. Blair 
Schoenfelt, United States Indian Agent, or to 
their heirs or legatees, on a pro rata basis in 
proportion to the amounts appearing opposite 
their names on such payroll. 

(Aug. 1, 1955, ch. 444, § 2, 69 Stat. 431.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 18 of the Act of June 30, 1919, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is act June 30, 1919, ch. 4, § 18, 41 Stat. 21, 

which is set out as a note under section 375 of this title. 

Act of April 26, 1906, referred to in subsec. (b), is act 

Apr. 26, 1906, ch. 1876, 34 Stat. 137, which is set out as 

a note under section 355 of this title. 

The Indian Claims Commission, referred to in sub-

secs. (b) and (c), terminated Sept. 30, 1978. See Codifica-

tion note set out under former section 70 et seq. of this 

title. 

Act of March 3, 1903, referred to in subsec. (c), is act 

Mar. 3, 1903, ch. 994, 32 Stat. 982, 994, which was not 

classified to the Code. 

Chapter XII of the Third Supplemental Appropriation 

Act, 1952, referred to in subsec. (c), is chapter XII of act 

June 5, 1952, ch. 369, 66 Stat. 101, which was not classi-

fied to this Code. 

§ 782. Payment to heirs or legatees 

(a) Laws governing 

If a person entitled to a payment authorized 
by sections 781 to 785 of this title is deceased, 
such payment shall be made to his heirs or lega-
tees determined in accordance with the laws, re-
lating to the distribution of personal property, 
of the Creek Nation if the decedent died before 
January 1, 1898, or of the State of Arkansas in 
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